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SYNOPSIS:
  
Having reviewed the criteria for the diagnosis of narcissistic personality disorder, the seminar will explore the theories that best help to understand the development of this mode of functioning. The major emphasis will be on theories like those of Winnicott and Kohut which conceptualise this mode of functioning as a response to a particular kind of trauma which is linked to attachment difficulties which then interfere with the development of the self. Alternative approaches that do not see narcissism primarily as a response to trauma but link it more to aggression and envy will  be explored as will the notion of narcissism as a cultural phenomenon.
The phenomenology of narcissism and its treatment will also be a focus of the seminar. 
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